MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Alaska Legislature
FROM: AARP Alaska
DATE.: May 14, 2003

SUBJECT: “Telephone wars” & why the Regulatory
Commission of Alaska is vital to residential consumers

AARP believes that all Alaskans must be able to rely on the
availability of safe, affordable, and high quality energy and
telecommunications services.

Right now, some telephone companies are battling in Juneau, trying
to get the Legislature to add amendments that will be favorable to
their company.

AARP believes all these issues belong before the Regulatory
Commission of Alaska (RCA) — not the Legislature.

As the RCA is the only state agency with the authority to protect
residential consumers, let the RCA decide what is best for Alaskan
telephone consumers. The Legislature should not engage in
“telephone wars.”

Our message to legislators: Reauthorize the Regulatory
Commission of Alaska —through a clean bill — with no amendments
favoring any specific telephone company.

We need the RCA -- all consumers do.
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The power to make it better.”

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization dedicated to making life better for people 50 and over. We provide
information and resources; engage in legislative, regulatory and legal advocacy; assist members in serving their communities;
and offer a wide range of unique benefits, special products, and services for our members. These include AARP The Magazine,
published bimonthly; AARP Bulletin, our monthly newspaper; Segunda Juventud, our quarterly newspaper in Spanish; NRTA
Live and Learn, our quarterly newsletter for 50+ educators; and our Web site, www.aarp.org. We have staffed offices in all 50
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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